go                     JOHN WESLEY

Gospel as ever you were ! "   Wesley hesitated,
heard him preach, and gave in.    " It is the Lord/5
he declared ; "let Him do what seems to Him
good."    He excused the step to the reluctant
Charles : " I am not clear that Brother Maxfield
should not expound in Greyhound Lane ; nor can
I as yet do without him.55   Nor can I as yet do
without him - that was the crux. What was a mere
Church   ordinance   compared   with   the   work,
Wesley's work - so far had he already got from
his worship of every rubric he could lay his hands
on.   Before another four years had passed he had
irrefutably convinced himself that lay preachers
were scriptural, for necessity knows no law, not
even the law of logic.   Not all the scribes who
preached had been of the tribe of Levi, he con-
cluded ; " and if we come to modern times,55 he
added, " was Mr. Calvin ordained ? 5J Apparently
not.   Further, in  Germany,  neophytes had to
prove themselves preachers before they could be
ordained at all : and even in the English Church
parish clerks often read prayers, witness " that
singing man " at Christ Church who murdered
with his excruciating chant every lesson he read.
Who had ordained him ? Wesley triumphantly
asked.   Why, there was not even a hint of separa-
tion from the  Church in appointing - no, not
" appointing,55 " allowing 55 - lay preachers.

But indeed, every haphazard event, every neces-
sity of the moment, seemed to conduce to the
fated end, the founding of a separate Church^